
 

 

  
 

 

 

BIRD RECORDING FORM 

Date Recorder Grid Ref. Site Name Habitat 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

 

Code Explanation 

✓ Present 

Activity 

R  roosting 

FE  feeding 

HU  hunting 

DR  drinking 

FLY  in flight 

DY  dying/moribund 

D  dead 

Sex, age 

AD  adult F - female 
  M - male 

J  juvenile  JF - female 
  JM - male 

IM  immature IMF - female 
  IMM - male 

QY  young 

Code Explanation 

Plumage 

PLS  summer plumage 

PLW  winter plumage 

IM1  1st year plumage 

IM2  2nd year plumage 

IM3  3rd year plumage 

IMS  1st. summer plumage 

E  eclipse plumage 

Possible breeding 

SI  singing 

Probable breeding 

TR  holding territory 

DIS  displaying 

C  copulating/mating 

NB  building nest/gathering 
materials 

 

Code Explanation 

Confirmed breeding 

N  nest 

QFD  recently fledged young 

NA  adult sitting on nest 

FC  carrying food 
(replaces FY & QFY) 

O  (nest with) eggs 

QNY  nest with young 

Annual Status 

QR  resident 

QSV  summer visitor 

QWV  winter visitor 

QPM  passage migrant 

QV  vagrant 

For additional codes refer to 

the Recorder Manual 

 

 

 

1 2 3   
   CORMORANTS DIVERS & GREBES 
   Tachybaptus ruficollis Little Grebe 
   Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe 
   Phalacrocorax carbo Cormorant 
   LARGE WATERSIDE BIRDS 
   Ardea cinerea Grey Heron 
   Egretta garzetta Little Egret 
   WILDFOWL 
   Cygnus olor Mute Swan 
   Branta canadensis Canada Goose 
   Anas crecca Teal 
   Anas platyrhynchos Mallard 
   Aythya ferina Pochard 
   Aythya fuligula Tufted Duck 
   CRAKES & RAILS  
   Gallinula chloropus Moorhen 
   Fulica atra Coot 
   GULLS & TERNS  
   Larus ridibundus Black-headed Gull 
   Larus canus Common Gull 
   Larus fuscus Lsr. Black-backed Gull 
   Larus argentatus Herring Gull 
   BIRDS OF PREY  
   Accipiter nisus Sparrowhawk 
   Buteo buteo Common Buzzard 
   Falco tinnunculus Kestrel 
   GAMEBIRDS  
   Alectoris rufa Red-legged Partridge 
   Perdix perdix Grey Partridge 
   Phasianus colchicus Pheasant 
   WADERS  
   Vanellus vanellus Lapwing 
   Gallinago gallinago Snipe 
   PIGEONS & DOVES  
   Columba livia var. Feral Pigeon 
   Columba oenas Stock Dove 
   Columba palumbus Woodpigeon 
   Streptopelia decaocto Collared Dove 
   ‘HIGHER LANDBIRDS’  
   Cuculus canorus Cuckoo 
   Alcedo atthis Kingfisher 
   Psittacula krameri Ring-necked Parakeet 
   OWLS & NIGHTJARS  
   Athene noctua Little Owl 
   Strix aluco Tawny Owl 
   AERIAL FEEDERS  
   Apus apus Swift 
   Riparia riparia Sand Martin 
   Hirundo rustica Swallow 
   Delichon urbica House Martin 
   WOODPECKERS  
   Picus viridis Green Woodpecker 
   Dendrocopos major Gt. Spotted Woodpecker 
   LARKS, PIPITS & WAGTAILS 
   Alauda arvensis Skylark 
   Anthus pratensis Meadow Pipit 
   Motacilla flava agg. Yellow Wagtail 
   Motacilla. cinerea Grey Wagtail 
   Motacilla alba yarrellii Pied Wagtail 
     

1 2 3   

   DIPPERS, ACCENTORS, WRENS, STARLINGS, WAXWINGS 
   Troglodytes troglodytes Wren 
   Prunella modularis Dunnock 
   Sturnus vulgaris Starling 
   THRUSHES, CHATS & WHEATEARS 
   Erithacus rubecula Robin 
   Oenanthe oenanthe Wheatear 
   Turdus merula Blackbird 
   Turdus pilaris Fieldfare 
   Turdus philomelos Song Thrush 
   Turdus iliacus Redwing 
   Turdus viscivorus Mistle Thrush 
   OLD WORLD WARBLERS, CISTICOLAS & CRESTS 
   Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Sedge Warbler 
   Acrocephalus scirpaceus Reed Warbler 
   Sylvia curruca Lesser Whitethroat 
   Sylvia communis Whitethroat 
   Sylvia borin Garden Warbler 
   Sylvia atricapilla Blackcap 
   Phylloscopus collybita Chiffchaff 
   Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler 
   Regulus regulus Goldcrest 
   FLYCATCHERS  
   Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher 
   TITS, NUTHATCHES & CREEPERS  
   Aegithalos caudatus Long-tailed Tit Long-tailed Tit 
   Cyanistes caeruleus Blue Tit 
   Parus major Great Tit 
   Periparus ater Coal Tit 
   Poecile montanus Willow Tit 
   Poecile palustris Marsh Tit 
   Poecile palustris/montanus Marsh / Willow Tit 
   Sitta europaea Nuthatch 
   Certhia familiaris Treecreeper 
   CROWS  
   Garrulus glandarius Jay 
   Pica pica Magpie 
   Corvus corax Raven 
   Corvus monedula Jackdaw 
   Corvus frugilegus Rook 
   Corvus corone Carrion Crow 
   SPARROWS & FINCHES  
   Passer domesticus House Sparrow 
   Passer montanus Tree Sparrow 
   Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch 
   Chloris chloris Greenfinch 
   Carduelis carduelis Goldfinch 
   Carduelis spinus Siskin 
   Carduelis cannabina Linnet 
   Carduelis flammea Redpoll 
   Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch 
   BUNTINGS  
   Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer 
   Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting 
   Miliaria calandra Corn Bunting 
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